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What is the Study on Violence Against Children?

The United Nations Secretary General has appointed an Independent Expert, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, to lead a global study on Violence Against Children. The Study, rooted in children’s human rights to protection from all forms of violence, aims to promote action to prevent and eliminate violence against children at international, regional, national and local levels.  The Study is a UN-led collaboration, mandated by the General Assembly, to draw together existing research and relevant information about the forms, causes and impact of violence which affects children and young people (up to the age of 18 years). A major report will be published in 2006 and recommendations presented to the UN General Assembly.  
What are the objectives of the report?

The report – and the whole process of the Study - is intended to:

· assert the right of all children to protection from all forms of violence and the need for effective human rights mechanisms and legal frameworks at international, regional and national levels to promote and safeguard this right.

· draw attention to the scale and nature of violence against children, especially less visible forms, through the United Nations General Assembly, and other international, national, and sub-national mechanisms

· motivate States to fulfil their obligations to protect children and make commitments with regard to prevention, intervention and recovery related to violence against children

· expand and activate dynamic and effective networks and partnerships directed at the elimination of violence against children, at international, national and local levels

· expand dynamic key networks and processes to support and partner with States to respond to the situation of violence against children
What is the purpose of this outline?

This initial outline is intended to provide guidance to those who wish to provide input to the Study on Violence Against Children.  The outline will inevitably develop and change through the process of producing the report.  

When are submissions due?

Contributors are encouraged to complete submissions by the end of 31 March 2005, so that consultations on the draft report can be held, and ultimately the final report can be prepared by 31 March 2006.  In an effort to streamline the synthesis of information and contain costs, we encourage submissions in any of the three official UN languages - English, French or Spanish - however we understand that this is not always possible, and will seek translations accordingly wherever possible.  

Please send your submissions by email to: secretariat@sgsvac.org or by mail to:

United Nations Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children

PO Box 48

1211 GENEVE 20 CIC

Switzerland

The Outline of the Study Report - At A Glance

This brief outline of the proposed report is designed to assist people in shaping their submissions to the Study.  As such, this outline is indicative only, as it may change as the Study Report develops.

Timeframe:
The Report will be finalised by mid-2006
Length:
The total length of the report will be maximum 150 pages

Chapters:
include the following:

· Introduction and overview (background information and models for understanding the global context of the situation and conditions in which children live and how it affects their vulnerability to violence - including culture, language, ethnicity, disability, and gender; and the impact of violence on children’s development

· Overview of State obligations, legal frameworks and agreements intended to promote prevention of violence and responses to protect children from violence

· Violence in the home and family

· Violence in schools and education settings

· Violence in other institutional settings (orphanages, etc)

· Violence in the community and on the streets, including children in conflict with the law

· Violence in work situations 

· Conclusions and recommendations, including monitoring and research priorities to improve our knowledge and practice

A range of cross cutting issues will be deliberately addressed throughout the Report - for example, violence related to gender issues, traditional harmful practices, disability, and the indigenous; violence in the media and other virtual settings; and emergency situations 

Who can provide submissions?

The submission process is open to the public.  It is expected that substantial information will be provided by submissions from civil society organisations including child- and youth-led organisations, United Nations, NGOs, academics and professional associations or unions.  To specifically encourage inputs from Governments, a detailed questionnaire has been circulated to all governments.  (see: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/study.htm). 

Information which relates to understanding, preventing and reducing violence against children globally is encouraged.  There is a particular emphasis on ensuring that the views and experiences of children inform the Study and its report including direct testimony from children with disabilities, street children, children of ethnic minorities, children in difficult circumstances (including emergencies), children affected by HIV/AIDS.  A toolkit produced to encourage children’s meaningful and ethical participation in the Study has been published by Save the Children (in two parts: So You Want to Consult with Children? and So You Want to Involve Children in Research?) 

(See: http://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/resources/publications.html) 

Making a Submission

Community groups and organisations, professional associations, and government bodies are invited to make submissions to the Study.  Submissions from children and young people are particularly welcome.  The Study Secretariat requests that submissions be based on the experience or expertise of groups or organisations collectively. 

Electronic submission by email is encouraged.  To reduce translation costs, the preferred language for submissions is English, however submissions can also be made in French, or Spanish.  Submissions received will be published on the Study web site.  Please mark submissions that are confidential (in whole or in part) so that the confidential material can be protected.

Submissions should be made by 31 March 2005.  Please note, that the Secretariat will make all attempts to include your quality inputs if you are able to forewarn the Secretariat of delays.

Send Submissions to:
Written submissions should be sent with the cover page attached below, to one of the following addresses:

· By mail: 


Paulo Sergio Pinheiro


Independent Expert

United Nations Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children

PO Box 48

1211 GENEVE 20 CIC

Switzerland

· By email: secretariat@sgsvac.org
· By Fax:   41 22 917 90 22

For further information, contact the Study Secretariat:  secretariat@sgsvac.org 

Last Updated 06.09.04 Comments and Feedback welcome. Email: secretariat@sgsvac.org
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